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often too small to hold them all; the prayers have
to be repeated at various times; and they show by
their fervor and modesty that they relish them. In
fact, since we have set their prayers to music they
take a remarkable pleasure in attending them, and
pride themselves on singing well. Some of them, in
truth, have very fine voices; and those who have
seen and have lived at Kebec, do not find our Sav-
ages less deserving of praise than the Montagnais.
Two persons of rank among them came one day,
when all the prayers were over, to ask that they be
made to pray to God. ‘ And where were you,’ they
were asked, ‘ when the prayers were said? Why
were you not there?’ ‘ We knew nothing about it,’
they said; ‘ we were at some distance, and heard
nothing of them. Make us pray to God; we are
sorry to have failed in that duty.” They had to be
satisfied, and, when they had performed their devo-
tions, they showed by deed and by word that they
[132] were pleased. But truly delightful it is to see,
when we teach the Catechism to them, the care and
the trouble that the parents take to make their chil-
dren attentive, and to impress on their minds what
by this means we teach them and the older ones.
They will take before them their children whom they
tenderly love, and have them make the Sign of the
Cross; they will repeat to them what the Reverend
Father says, and then enlarge upon the subject, and
explain it in other words; they will exhort them to
remember it well, and will not forget to instill into
their souls a horror for sin. A band of Savages, of
the chief men of Acadia, led by a brave Captain
named Herout, passed here last Spring, on their
way to war. They attended the prayers and the



